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THE JUDICIAL TENURE.

A speech delivered by the eminent and esteemed
Judge Cuamsers, in the late ConNveNTION oF Mary-
LAND, has been published in pamphlet form, and,
on a rapid perusal of it, we quite regret that its
length precludes its entire insertion in the Intelli-
gencer, though the requisite space in our columns
is quite possibly occupied by matter less important,
and less generally interesting.

The subject of the Judge’s remarks is the Judi-
cial Tenure, and his argument is eliminated with
such perspicuity and force, and fortified by such
weight of authority, that, if generally studied, it
would go far to-determine the question of the
proper character and duration of appointments in
the Judiciary department of the Government. The

" compactness and logical connexion of the Judge's
reasoning render it difficult to separate any portion
of his excellent argument for citation without in-
juring its strength and effect; but we copy as much
as we can make room for to-day, with the confi-
dence that even these broken extracts will repay
perusal. The annexed passage will serve to pre-
sent an outline of the course of argument pursued
in reference to what the orator deems the most es-
sential artribute of an efficient and faithful Judge,
and without which he fears that justice will not in-

" variably be impartially dispensed :

# But can the Judges be expected to do their duty, when
their very existence d-pends upon deing otherwise? Yeu

will nat sllow & Indea 10 act. mhon his ——-eGIBTYE has an
interest in hie decision ; but to decide when his own rights

of person, property, or reputation are the subject of conlro-
versy, would shock every man's sense of propriety. - Why is
this ? The answer is cbvioms. His partialities would biss
his judgment, if hisintegrity were proof against temptation ;
.and the resson is sbundantly suficient to justify the rule.
But does not the samé reasdn apply, with all its force, when
his official existence, which msy be his means of subsistence,
when even more than this, whea bis reputation and fair char-
acter are, not (it is true) the subject of the controversy, in
terms, but deeply invelved as consequences resulting from
the particular manner in which be may decide the case 7 If
tae value of one dollar of his property be at stake in the issue,
he is disqualified, for assumed partislity ; and yet, when con-
sequences ulterly ruinous to himself may grow out of the de-
cision, you are asked to disregard their influence. Now, sir,
my proposition is, that he be placed in & condition to exempt
him from these consequences ; from all fear of them. Let
him be defended against any such influence, and agninst all
other influences but that of a high and moral obligation o
do his duty faithfully and firmly—yes, sir, in one word,
make him ¢independent.’ And the way to do this, isto
make his tenure of office to depend, not on the frowas or the
smiles of those upon whose rights he may pass judgment,
but upon his faithfulness and firmness—upon his ¢ good be-
havior." This, sir, is what the * rights of the peaple’ require;
this is what al/ the people ought to desire, and I have no
doubt, do desire. They ought to demand it, becanse the
wants of those for whom Courts and Judges are provided de-
mand it ; because the pledge and promise of protection and
security made them by the peop'e will otherwise be false and
delusive.” -

st Reverse the case, and what is the value of your law}
What avails your Court’ It admits the suitor within its
halls, but it mocks his effort to obtain rediess. [Is it amongst
the “rights of the people’ thusto make a mockery of law and
justice » Is this a right which it is desirable to ‘restore’ to
them ? Bir, I say again, the peopls have the right, in one
sense of that term ; \hey have the power to do it; they are
sovereign. They may assemble in their majesty, and express-
ly say 1o their Judge : * You havegivena righteous judgment ;
a judgment coneistent with the laws and with the rules of
honesty =ad equity ; but it is nol consistent with our feelings,
and therefore, as we have the power, 30 we rasolve to remaove
you from your seat t0 make way for one who will consull our
wishes.' They can do this, and the Judge, driven from his
eeat, has no redress. But is it therefore proper ! is it there-
fore desirable to do it-? or to do any thing, which will en-
courage the exercise of such a power’ No, sir; the innate
sense of propriety common to all would denounce such a pro-
geeding as iniguitous in the highest degree ; and in the more
Iq'itimtl enme of the term I deny that the mph have any
such right. Now, 7, what I maintain is, that when you
make the Judge the puppet of the people, you virtually en-
™ “courage and often will cause this iniquity ; that therg {s no
real security but in the independence of the Judiciary.”

In the course of his argument the Judge quotes
from the third article of the Federal Constitution :
«The Judges, both of the Supreme and Inferior

Courts, shall hold their offices during good be-

*+ havior, and shall, at stated times, receive for their

« services a compensation which shall not be di-

« minished during their continuance in office.”

Afier referring to the commentary of the Federalist
upon this clause, he thus proceeds :

“The erticle in the Constitution of the United Btates:
received the vole of every member of the body that framed it;
nor is there in the history of the Convention of 1776, as far
as | have been able to trace it, the least reason to believe it
was adopted in Maryland wilh less unanimity.

¢ Now, Mr. President, I wish to show that some, indeed
all, our ablest jurists bave concurred in the opinion that the
peculiarities of our republican institutions are precisely those'
which most emphatically require a persevering adherence to
this old and venersted truth. [Judge C. bere read exiracts
to show the opinions of Professor Wilson, in his Lectares ;

“Chancellor Kent, in bis Commentaries ; Mr. Rawle, in his
Treatise on the Constitution ; Judge Tucker; Judge Hop-
kineon ; and Judge Blory,] Indeed, sir, (said Judge C.)
until Istely, since a spirit of change has become so rife in our
midst, there was nn name high on the roll of farme, so far as |
am informed—there was no one who doubted on this sobject,
except Mr. Jeff rson ; and be was an exception only in his
later days. His Notes on Virginia speak a different language,
aod more in harmooy with his contemporaries and associstes,”

In he following passage it will be seen the
Judge applies himself particularly 10 the defence of
the Judicial Tenure during good behavior, and,

indeed, he refers bui incidentally,in any part of his

remarks, to the mode of appointment as a secon-
- dary consideration :

““ T am aware, sir, that it in esid that the people are com-
petent to elect other officers ; and, if #0, why not to elect
judges’ Now, in the first place, my argument, as I bave
..5&,.';- not 80 much directed against any purficular mode of
appointment, as it is o prove the necessity of a fenure during
good bebavior. 1t is thin ¢ essemial® featare which I regard
as above sll other considerations. Bu, sir, there are ample
teasons in my jodgment 10 distinguish this case {rom that of

* the election of political officers. The latter are chosen ex-
pressly o repiesent the political opinions of those who elect
them ; 10 give their vole as they would give theirs ;
wsent ibeir opiions, wishes, aod feclingr. They eaq require
hem to do all this; and if they fail ey will and do diemise
them, and elest othors. Take an iMustration . | wanl an
agent to perform for me some portion of my current daties,
which, in the aggregate, are loo numerous to allow me to
stiend 1o ioutely. I have several farms, and want an agent
or overseer for each. I require him toconsult my j 1

Lo repre-

¥

;and eonform (o it, in regard to the character of the &ops he| Dmar wy Dnownr-s.-.lob:'n

his pupil Latin and Greel, sccording o the most sppmud
system—a daty which T could not pllfom mysell ; and of
course the last thing I desire is, to bave him do -I_at‘l would
do, if T were mysell present. If complaint blml#d'!lh
failure, the matter must be investigated. I cannot hnfl.hmth
consent to dismiss bim because this boy or that lells me he
does not petform his duty. The pupils must be lnmlﬁdb,
competent persons, lo determine Ilui.lplo'u_u! and o tho-
rough investigation only will enable me to decide upon his
merits or his qualifications 1o do that which T cannof do my-
self, Ifhe were o ask me for instructiops, 1 could not give
them. I should say to him: ¢ You have been m;plnyodblot
this daty precisely because you were supposed to know how
itcoukltybulhazma.' Now this ie the relation in which
the Judge stands to the people. The Judge is nwohdm
know the law ; the people are known not to know it. He is
to exercise his judgment, not theirs—to express his opinions,
not theirs. Political officers are usually elected for a very
short term, and in reference to particular, distinct, well un-
derstood questions. They have a certain line of duty, and
every body understands what it is. But it is not eoin the
case of a Judge ; his position is perfectly ¢he reverse in all
these particulars.  Above all, it differs in ene other most i.m.-
portant respect. In a political officer you look for = politi-
¢ian ; you expect him 1o act for those who elected him, and
if he never were a politician before, he will surely become
such by serving awhile as the representative of the poople.
Just the reverse is it with the Judge. He must riot act the
politician ; he must not know one party from snotber in the
discharge of his duties ; and if he bad been ever so ardent &
politician before, he is sure to cease to be such in a very short
time after he is placed upon the bench.

uThe objection that the Governor has asually selected poli-
ticians for the bench is entitled to little weight. Let us main-
tain, a3 [ bave already intimated, the right sort of tenure,
and the ebjection falls to the ground. Experience proves
this. 'We have been proud of such men as Marshall and

« wa are neond of e prssant OI-M Fustive Tuney.
!;lﬂl men will be regarded by all as distinguished not only
for profound legal leaming, and for all the varied accomplish-

would entitle them to the first rank amongst jurists, but for
unblemished integrity, for unepotied parily, for every thing
which can enter into the composition and character of a judge.
Yet, sir, these' men, who, at an earlier period of life, had
been in the political arens, had mingled in the strifes and
collisions of party differences, were appointed by those who
were at the head of the political party to which they professed
allegiance. Are they less useful to the country on that mc~
count * Do their decisions evince an infection of pelitical
prejudice or partiality ? No, sir. And to s judge, who is
placed upon the bench during good behavior, you will ever
look in vain for the evidence of such infection. Why should
he yield himself an instrument of wrong and iojustice, and
soil his conscience with a foul stain? He guins nothiog by
#0 doing—can gain nothing. He will scarcely commit wrong
for the mere sake of wrong. If so vile as to act thus, he will
be wicked enough to bring himself within the penalties of im-
peachment, and be dismissed and disgraced.”

We must conclude our extracts, as Judge Cnan-
»Ers does his speech, by a quotation from the De-
bates in the Virginia Convention of 1829, call-
ed to amend the State Constitution. The language
of this quotation commends itself to the grave at-
tention of every reader, as well by its solemn ear-
nestness and force as by the unexcelled authority of
the venerable speaker, Chief Justice MaRsHALL :

€ ¢The argument of the gentleman,” he said, *goes to
¢ prove net only that there is no such thing as judicial inde-
¢ pendence, but that there ought to be no such thing ; that it
¢ is unwise and improvident to make the tenure of the judge’s
¢ office to continue during good behavior. I have grown old
¢in the opinion that there is nothing more dear to Virginis,
¢ or ought to be more dear to her statesmen, and that thé best
¢ interests of our country are secured by it. Advert, sir, to
‘ the duties of a judge. He has to pass between the Govern-
“ment and the man whom that Government is prosecuting—

“the poorest and most unpopular. It is of the last importance
¢ that, in the performance of these duties, he should observe
‘the utmost fairness, Need I press the necessity of this ?
* Does not every man feel that his own personal security snd
¢ the security of his property depends upon that fairness. The
¢ judicial department comes home in its effects to every man’s
¢ fireside ; it passes on his property, his reputation, his life,
“his all. Is it not to the last degree important that he should
* be rendered perfectly and completely independent, with noth-
“ing to control him but God ard his conscience.” *I ac-
¢ knowledge that in my jodgment the whole good which may
¢ grow out of this Convention, be it what it may, will never
¢ compensate for the evil ol changing the judicial tenure of
“office.” ‘I have slways thought, from my earliest youth till
“now, that the grealest scourge an angry Heaven ever in-
‘ flicted upon an ungraieful and sinning people, was an
‘ignerant, a corrupi, or a dependant judiciary.’ "

Bubwiwe ov Tae Birqus Savaxwan.—The barque Sa-
vannsh cleared from Savannah (Geo.) on Tuesday of last
week 'for New York, and was towed down the river in the
sfiernoon. As the wind was unfavorable she came to snchor
just below the oystér beds near the light-boat, and the steam
tug feft to return to the city. Soon ‘after the steamer left
(about half-past ez:t o'clock) the cotton bn this deck was dis-
covered to be on fire, and immediate exertions were made to
throw it overboard, and afterwards ‘to extingaish the flames
with water, The heat of the fire eoon drove the men awsy,
and they had only time to get the cabin passengers and a part
of the baggage on board the steam-tug, with one or two sails
and a lite rigging, before they were compelled to abandon
the barque to her fafe, The 'fire spread so rapidly that the
sailors were not able to save their' clothing. Th
Btates surveying schooner Gallatin and revenue
were at anchor within a short distance, ]
broke‘out Lieut. Lavasonx, from the Gallafin, and o
persons from the cutter and lightship, went

used all possible exertions to scutile the hargae, bul no ax
could be had, These boats took off about i

tine, which soon caught and added to the intepsity of the
eat, thus overpowering sll the means at hand by which 1he
fire could bé extinguished. The steam tug returned as soon
as posdible, and remained by the burning wreck all night.
The Savannub was b fine vessel of 493 tons, and ber value
has been estimated at $30,000. The cargo coosisted of 1,096
bales cotlon ; 176 tierces rice ; 25 bales domasties ; 40 barrels
turpentine ; 24 sacks dried fruit, and sundry packages; the
whole estimated to be worth $50,000.—Savannnk Repub.

Sgyrence vou Fomoxnr.—At the recent session of the
United States Circuit Court for the District of Vermont, the
Hon. S8axuzi Paewriss presiding, the case of the United
States ve. Jacoh Slingerland was disposed of, by the defend.
ant’s being found guilty aod sentenced to the penitentiary for
five years. He was a lawyer from New York, aged 58 yeurs,
who was indicted for forging and allering papers for procuring
pensions, and transmitting the same (o the Pegwion Office in
this city, and fraudulently procuring pensions tirereon.

The evidence showed that his operations were under the
act of July 20, 1848, which giver pensioms to widows of sol.
diers married prior to Janusry 2, 1800. ' Bove len or twelve
different sets of wers produced by the Governmerit,
taken from the Pension Office, consisting of the declarations
of sundry widows, and affidavits to support Wem, all in the
handwriting of Blingerland, by which the miftisges appeared
to have ocearred prior o the year 1880; bot It was proved by
records and witneeses ihat these ‘occurred in'fact
rubsequently, some as lste as 1825. In some ol the affidavits
it appeared the dates hed been evidently dl'eredl from true o
false dates, and which were proved to have'been altered after
sworn (o by the deponents and téturned to Blingerland. In
other instances Slingerland had ‘blank spices for ‘the meterial
dates, and after being sworn 1o by the depor.enlg'and returned
to Slingerland, fales dates were interpolated. W hat emount
bad been obtained on these frandulent papers did net fally
sppear, though some £2,000 wae proved.

Thompetn, (son of Mr.
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the (uty he e to perform,

If he fuils, I inatitute wo process
of judicial inquiry ; conduct no formal investigation. 1 put
bim away at-the eod of the year, and get another. He does | water 1o
not réprésent my wishes nor execate my plans. That is the | AUt & quarter
sort of relation which a representative bears (0 bis political on,
eonstituency. Now, take another esse: As o member of & | ¢ by Dactors
Board of‘riﬁhﬂ, 1 want & Professor in the w He | [stier .w’h"mﬂllhl ie

YOuTs, was yesterday sfiernoon a
canal in this city. He hud been |
near Twelfdh sirest bridge, and

washi his shoe, when

of a0 hoor passed before he was taken '
‘h;.::u “mﬁnd 1o the adjacerit dwelling of Mr, ﬁm
Bnu-“na-a : tiom were fH résoried:

snd Mr. W, C.C the
battery.—Tegraph.
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THE CANVASS IN MISSISSIPPI.

—

Extract from a Letter Gen. Foore, publish-
ed in the ** Flag of the Union,”™ May 23.

leave to call astention for the fact |
the 26th day of that
Ihmmﬂdiﬁmiﬂ

objects held in view

in proporing u gen-

¥

i

it

=
K

EETFEEEL]
hijizese
i
ﬁi i
5 £
1

3
.é
1
i

Benators to convene'in a room' of the Uspi-
tol, and, when they had come together, I pr to them
to unite with me in a recommendation that the session of the
Convention should be postponed as above described, A ma-
jority of those present were against the prog and [ had
to relinquish it. My mind was full ef solicitude, and [ at
once addressed letters to Judge Sharkey and other gentlemen
in Mississippi, warning them in the most solemn mannet of
the movements which were in all likelihood to be essayed!in
the Nashville Convention, and urging them to be specially
upon their guard sgainst certain intrigning; politicians whom
I expected to attend the Convention from South Carolins.
Intimations had been given from time to time that the plan of
the conspirators was to demand through the Nashville Con-
vention amendments of the Federal Constitution of a natom
sure to be refused, upon the demial of which a formal ordi
nance of secession was to be adopted, either Iriyu Southern
Congress or a second Nashville Convention. It began ta be
rumored also that the line of the Missouri compromise woull
be likewise demanded by the Convention, which it was know
to every man of sense in Congress was equally cerfain not t
be adopted; but the refusal to adopt which would, it
hoped, impart additional plausibility to the project of seces-
sion. I beg that it may not be forgotten that Mr. Calhoun's
speech of the 4th of March had then been delivered, and my,
protest against the most objectionable portion of it been for-
mally entered. This was nearly two morthe before my let-|
ter of April to Mr. B. That speech, among other things, |
had sat up the demand of constitationnl amendments in ac-|
cordance with the plan of disunion then conjectured to be in |
ress. | saw plainly that if this part of the speech should

suffered to pass without objection from Southern SBenators,
especially from those representing our own State, a mp-
tion might arise that this requisition of constitutional amend-
ments had been a part of our Octeber plan. I resolved to lose
no lime in correcting an. error so serious. T'he controversy
between Mr. Calhoun and myself is before the American peo-
e. Ishall not dwell upon it. But I beg leave simply to
call the attention of the people of Mississippi to certain por-
tions of that extraordinary dialogue which occurred between
Mr. Cslhoun and myself, when, on coming into the Senate,
he found me objecting to his speech :

Mr, Calhoun. ** But 1 will say, and 1say it boldly—for I
am not gfraid to the truth on question—that, as t).f;
now araﬂ, the Sﬁ%ﬁm States ::lwnmt with safety remui:'ﬁ
the Union. When this question may be settled, when we
shall come to a constitutionsl understanding, is a question of
time ; but, as things now stand, I'a to the Senator from
Mississippi if he thinks that the South ¢an remain in the Union
upon terms of q:‘;{lily s

JMr. Foote, ' We cannot, unless the pending questions are
settled; but in my opinion these qung:lu may be settled,
and honorably settled, within ten days® time.”
Mr. Calhoun, ** Does the Senator think the South can re-

main in the Union apon terms of equality without u specific
gm%ck shall ngoyha- ights unmolested 3~
Mr, “1 think she may without any previous

amendment of the Conastitution, Here we disagres.”

My, Calhewn. ¢ Yes, there we disagiee entively,”

All must obe et once that I was then contending for our
‘October platform, ¢ the Union as it is ;”” whilst Mr. Calhoun
was struggling for its overthrow. This was nearly two months
before'my April letter to Mr. Barkedale. 'He then defended
and jostified my course. I am precisely where I was when
he thus defunded me ; and now he denounces me as a ** frai-
for,” I then thanked him for, his vindication of me; I am
now quite patient under his censures. .

Bince the writing of that April letier the Nashville Con-
vention has assembled and acted. 'The author of the address
which emansted from it (Mr. Rbett) has avowed that he
went to Nashville with disunion purposes in his heart, which
had been cherished for twenty years, lﬂ“" secession
has been avowed to be the object of the Nashville Convention
in' South Carolina ‘and several other Statéd. A ‘second
go:hvuh Emmuwdh‘a; been held which' z:i convoked a

thern Congress, plenary powers, the ex t
purpose of declaring the Union at an end. ' Our own e
Inture has been called together by Governor Quitman, and
counselled to sbandon the October pl and o co-opetate
with the Goavernor and his confederates in earrying into ex-
ecution his darling schéie of ** prompt and_pesceable weves-
sion,” *“joint or separate.” 'The Governor hat Tecotrended

o an the appropriation 'of a lirge
sum of money for the prosscution of & war the Govern-
ment of the United Siates, - He bas sent 10 the Legislsture a

special message recommending & new military organization,
and the immediste imposition of s most o tax in
order to defray the anticipated expenses of wcivil war, in
which he ex doubtless . to e fresh laorels upon
batile-fields marked with all the horrors of intemal strife. A
State Convention has beén provided for, w omd to
send delegutes to the & Congress -lr-l:y bed.
All this has been done, 100, notwithstunding winee our Oc-
tober Convention was held - territorial governivents have been
established in: Utah and New Mexico, withont any, restriction
in regard to slavery. A fugitive slave law hus been enacted,
of n most stringent character | but wmm man
will confees hasbeen in general mot felthfully enf! The
boundary line beiween New Mexico and Texés hiss been
seitled, peacesbly and without' that expension of eivil ‘blood:
at one lime s seriously approhended, whereby the 1apid settle-
ment of Texas has been_provided for, and ber ultimate and
early subdivision into four additional slave States secured. A
solemn legislative ision has been securing the
fature admision of the Territories of Utah and New Mexico
into ‘the Union as slave Siates, if the people theresf shall
favor the introduction ol slavery within their limits ' And
yet secession conlinues to be urged upon the people of the
Btate by individuals solemnly sppointed to deliver lectures
and addresses of @ mere Rippant and lively character, ss the
one and the ultimate remedy.

Letter from Mr. Calhoun referred to in the pre:
ceding extract.

Four Hirx, Aveust 3, 1849.

Mr Dzax Bin : My engagements must be my apology for
not i wm;'ymtmkm

I sm obliged to you securing so prompt an sdmission
of my sddress into the columns of the Intelligencer. Col.
Benton has continued to get so many jobe for that paper that
I had my spprehension, in their wish to keep fair with hish,
that they would either not publish at all or delay it 50 long #s
to make the publication of ne value.

I am giad that you intend to be presant at the meeting of
your Coovention in October. It is an imporiant ocedsion,
and your presence will ba of great service. You ask.me for
my views touching the ultimate sction of the South in certain

of all subjects; and de-
m&ﬁ-l:%SﬁM Uaion, bm‘:;ut

Enpee il opa
tel v at ' aire at pre
'doing their best to pravent it ; but as noon
e i ot S\t e Remerepey o
ul will w ) t
fake bigher and bolder abelition ‘grounds, and thus
the movement, while'the Southern 'Whigs will plesd
smple as an excuse for their acquieseing in the bolder move-
‘ments of their Northern friende. The effects of the whale
will be, that the North will become more

debased than ever ; and, of course, less capable of resisting,
Erven as a political movement on the partof the Northern De-
mocracy, it will fail. ‘It is a game in which ‘their oppon
':n ::- outpley th:;i.hua anllnl(;li:b?e'

n abeorption’ of the ‘Democraey there ' other par-
ties. There is but one way they can save themselves and
the party, by boldly planting themselyes om' the ground
which the Bouthern wing of the party occupy on this great
question. It would probably place them in & small minority
for the time, but it would unite the Boatb, and our upited
strength would speedily put them in a misjority again. No-
thing else can save them. But taking the course which
they appear at present (at least a considersble portion of
them) disposed to do will separate the SBouth from them.
We cannot countenance or support the new platform, ‘or re-
cognise sny man oreny party thet may stand on it ss of
us. Thus thinking, nothing future is to my mind more cer-
tain than that, as events are now going, the alternative of rub-
‘mission or resistance will be speedily foreed on us, unless we
should unite and adopt speedy measures to prevent it; and
that presents the guestion, what can we do! In considering
it, I assume that thefiret desire of every true-hearted Bouth-
ern man is to save, if possible, the Union, as well as our-
selves ; but, if both cannot be, then to save ourselves at all
events. Such is my determination, as far as it lies in m

i

power. Fortunately for us, the road which leads to both yet
lies in the same direction. 'Wehavenot reached the fork yet,
if we are ever to do it.  Without concert of action on the
of the South, neither can be saved ; by it, if it be not too
ong delayed, it is possible both yetmay be. Without it, we
cannot satisfy the North that the Bouth is in earnest, and
will, if forced, choose resistance ; and until she is satisfied,
the canses which have brought the guestion between the two
sections te its present dangerous stage from a small begin-
ning, will continue to operate until it will be too late to save
the Union, aud nothing will be left us but to dissolve the
connexion. Todo that, concert of uction would be necessary,
not to save the Union, for it would be teo late, but to eave
ourselves. Thor, in sny view, concert is the one thing
needful. But concert cannot be had ‘without a convention
of the Bouth, either formal or infurmal; and to that point
every friend of the Union snd well-wisher of the South
ought to direct his effort. It cannot be called too soon. The
next session of Congress may make it too lute. . If nothing
is done to bear on its action, the alienation between the sec-
tions. which may be caused by its proceedings may become
toogreat to save the Union. The call, then, in my opinion,
ought to be made before Congress meets, or early in the ses-
sion, for a Convention in the Bouth, to meet at some conve-
nieat cenlral point, in the spring or early in the session. It
could not fail to have a powerful effect on the action of Con-
grets, and that followed up by a Convention, and s solemn
appeal to the North, sccompanied by a warning as to what
must be the consequences unless she shoald desist from ag-
ession and cease to sgitate the subject, may save the
nion.  Nothing short of it can ; and there is no certainty
that it could ifdelayed beyond the lime stated.

‘The Convention, in my opinion, ought to be informal—
such as those so often called by both parties at the North in
taking some new political posilion. A formal one called by
the authority of the Government of the Southern States, and
to meet in their official character, as tatives of States,
ought not to be thought of short of the last extremi'y. Iam
als0 of the opinion that the call ought to be so made ss to en-
sure 4 full attendence and hartony of views and action. For
that purpose, it should be addressed to all of the South, with
ont disti of party, who desire to save the Union, and to

opt-the most effectus].meastires for 1hat but who,
in the eyent. it should prove impossible, and the slternative of
subniiseion and resistance should be forced on the, South,
stand prepared to choose the latter. Buch a call could not
fail to gecure a full attendance from every Southern Blate,
and harmony of views and sction. The call ought lo be ac-
companied by aun address, briefly stating the ground for mak-
ingiit. I trust your Convention will make thé call. It could
come [rom no better quarter, Your State is the centre of the
Southern portion of the great valley of the Mississippi ; more

deeply, if possible, interested than any other, and would be
less likely 1o excita a feeling of jealousy thanif it came from

this or any of the older States. If your Convention should
take the stand, and recommend at the same time a general
mﬁm?‘ the Soathern States, I would sgres w-una:;

co Among your other advantages,
Wh‘it;!rly‘_mlﬂ more, fully ST the cal thas o any
other Btate bift :

Why canncf Mr. Ritchie and Mt. Burke beinduced to back
the call, if it should be made ? . It is their true course, whe-
ther regarded as patriots or men, If they would sgree
to:do s0; it would ensure Yju‘-'wu-. and keep the movemeént
in the right direotion, © Yours b .

i i -m J. G, CALHOUN.

————
FOREIGN TTEMS.

At the time of the siling of the United States mail steamer
Washiggton “from SouHampton’ (20th ultime) the American
figate St Lawrence was oiill at that place, awsiling the re-
sult 'of ' Col. Sherburne's visit to Paris to recover the remains
of Com. Pave Jowss. If obtained, they are to be brought
0 (his conntry in the St. Lawrence; her. departure would
probably be delayed in consequence until the middle of June.

A frightfal accident had occurred in London, by the falling
of a building in Grace Church street, in process of construc-
tion. - Five ppreons-were killed and seten woulided, one itis
feared fatally. ' The same ddy a calsmitous 'fire took pluce
neat Lower Thumies street,’ and several persons lost (heir
lives.

Letters from Constantinople announce the conclusion of
the amnesty question. Kossuth and five others were o be
excluded from its operation. i

Accounts from Brussils siate that the Belgisn  Ministry,
having been defeated on the financial measures brought before
the Chambers, bad tendered their ran;ndiou to the King.

From Madrid we learn that the resalt of the slections would
secare (o the Cabinet a strorig and compact majority, The
progreseista opposition will not number more than forty mem-
bers, while the Moderados will not exceed twenty. The
allisnce of thess two fractions of the Chamber wab not there-
fore dreaded by the Ministry.

The stesm frigate Cafarelli arrived at Brest on the 16th
instant. She left Lisbon on the 12th. Her officers siate
that no Ministry bad then been formed, nor bad Baldenha
quitied Oporto.  Considetable ugitation was obastved at Lis-
bon bn the miling of the Cafarelli.

Accounta from Manilla state that on the 28ih of Janusry
ap attack had been made by the Governor Genersl on the
forts st Booloo, which resulted in their capture, together with
140 piecss of attillery and other munitions of war.

Twa Americen geatlemen bad been attacked and rebbed
nesr Canton.  The/insurrectionary movements still continup

the earliest times
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COMMUNICATIONS.
ANALYSIS OF FOUCAULT’S EXPERIMENT.

It rarely happens' that' a puvely scientific experiment pos-
sosses the elements of popular interest.  An exemption from
8ll reproach of dullness seems, however, gonerally socorded
to Foucsult’s pendulum experiment,; by which the earth's
diurnal rotation is directly exhibited. Though it realiy adds
nothing 1o the creed of philosophy, it has a peculiar interest
from the grandeur of its involved ideas. In the hope of illus-
trating its rationale, which must of course p all minds
not mathematically trained, I subjoin a simple geometrical
analysis of the problem.

First as to the experimental fact. A pendulum freely
suspended over s horizontal table, concentrically gradualed,
is seen, when carefully put in oscillation, to deviate in its
successive oscillations constantly to the left of its former trace.
The plane of oscillation has an apparent rotatien, which is
uniform, and depends on the latitude.

Now, how does this prove the earth’s dinrnal rotation ?
Bimply because, if this rotation exists, the observed result
must follow, snd not otherwise. The experiment indicates
the relation between two entirely distinct phenomena ; name-
ly, the earth’s rotation and the oscillation of the pendulum.
If the earth did not revolve, the pendulum wocld still oscil-
late, but constantly over the same line of the table.

It is here important to have a clear ides of what takes place
in the oscillation of a pendulum. When the ball is drawn
out from beneath its point of suspension, one component of its
weight acts along the wire, snd the other along the arc of
vibration, From the end of this arc that component decreases
as the ball descende, becomes zero when the wire is vertical,
and negative as the ball ascends. This negative furce over-
comea the inertia of the ball, which has tetained all the force
communicsted in the descending branch. When this stored
farce is exhausted the ball sgain descends, and #o the oscilla-

| tion is continued. In ‘all thin gravity scts as'an incessant

force, consiant in intensity and direction. Thun this force
governs the éntire movement of the pendnlum.

Now, in a rotation of the earth the line of direction of
gravity st ‘Washington describes the eurface of a cone in
space, whose vertex is near the earlh”s centre, snd whose base
isour parallel of ltitude. Suppose the ideal sphere of the
searth fixed in space, one ratation of the aclual edrth carries
the point of pendulum suspension once sround our fixed ideal
parallel of latitude. Bo far as concerns the pendulom, (dis-
regarding centrifugal force, ) it is the same whether the earth
be conceived actually to rotate, or whether it be fixed in
space, and the point of suspension be carried around it on
our parallel. The forces, which entirely govern the oscilla-
tions, act alike in the two cases. _

Conceive the earth ut rest, and the penddlom carried sround
on any parallel.  In this movement the horizontal in the me-
ridian' plane generates a cone, baving its vertex on the pro-

let this cope be developed or rolled out on to a tangent plane,
It will make a sector whose radius equals the cotangent of the
lntitude, and whose are, rectified, equals the rectification of

y | the parallel. 'This development reduces the first eone to a

perpendicular cylinder through the arc of the sector. This
sector measures the angular movement of the plane of oecil-
lation for a pendulum during a sidereal day : for, suppose an
oscillating pendulum carried arouod on the perpendicular
cylinder, while gravity scts along its elements, just as before
their development, the oscillations will be in parailel planes;
80 that a table, bearing a line pointing towards the centre,
and supporting the point of suspension, would turn relatively
to the oscillations, through the angle of the sector.

In all this process of reduction of an actual pendulum dur-
ing'a day to a pendalum’ carried around this sector, nothing
is done to change the relation between the plane of oscillation
and the graduasted table from that existing in Foucault's ex-
periment. Hence, in both cases, the plane of oscillation
would seem to traverse through the angle of the above sector.
Also, as.all the mechenical conditions in this movement are
uniform, the angular velocity must be uniform for any period
Df tim.’

The sector : 360° :: sin. lat. : radius ; and, as degrees are
here proportional to velocitios, we have the abgular velocity of
the plane : earth’s ang. vel. :: sin. lat. : radius, or ang. vel. of
plane = earth’s ang. vel. X sin. lat. From this we see that

the time of a complete revolution of the plane over the
id. ! day.
table == o ::.ht:{ At the pole, sin. lat. = 1, or the time

of revolution is a sidereal day : at the equator, sin. lat. =0,
and the fime of revolution becomes infinite. In Jatitude 30°
this time is two days. Between the pole and equator it is
always more than a day, and finite, and can be exactly found
by substituting the local latitude in the above formuls.
If, by actusl experiment, this time of revolution be mes-
sured at any place, the latitude is found from the formula by
substitution. From present appearances, however, the dis-
turbing causes bear 8o large a relation to the whele 0-
menia sa'to render doubtful 'the practical application of this
experimént to determining latitades. Yet it should not be
100 easily sbandoned.
In the Compies Rendus of February 10 and 17, M. Bixzz
bas reached the same’ exproesion a¥ above for the angular ve-
loeity of the plane of oscillation, by a long discussion of the
general équations of the case. ' Fouciurr hes not'published
his dentonstration, by reason of ita length and profiaity. In
justice to him it should be said that his note in the Compfes
Rendus is clear and to the pdint, making a siiikipg conttast
to his cloudy and mythical paper translated in thplatelligeneer.
The above ressoning will be readily followed by construct-
ing the necessary disgrams, and will be fouad sufficiently
rigerous. Sandry minor points and illustrations aré omitted
for the sake of brevity. E. B, H.

M. FOUCAULT'S EXPERIMENT.

Fanxont, (Maniow Corxry,) Vinauwui,

e ... ‘MaxB30, 1851
Messts. Enrrons ; Your Paris correspondent, in announc-
ing the besutifil experimeot of Foucault, omitted the most
difficult part of tHe explanation of its reasan. | Upon what he
has said de the truth of the theory certainly; but he has
not given the mind of your readers a view, of its operation, st
least not that of your **Inquirer;” and I think he is to be
commended for ohjecting: to the demonstration by: the *New-
srk: Advertiser,” which is nothing more than = statemant of
the fack,  Since lie sppeals to the' public, I'may be pardoned
for attempting an explandtion, which has' bedn:demunded
through your columns. ) !
To use the most familiar illustration, [ would aik: him' to
fancy himself in a room whobé walls, ceiling, and floor are
equal squates. Suspend a pendalum from half way in the
corner formed by the south wall and ceiling, and imagine the
centre of altraction of gravity to bé half way in thé' eorper
formed by the north wall aod floor; if the pendulom was set
going, it would move iz a plane that would evidently coincide
with the upper and lower corners of the room, and would in-
tersect the east and wesl walls by diagonal lines; whilst os-
cillating, there it has & tendency to move entirely around the
point of suspension, but the attraction of gravity ‘confines it
to the neighiborhood of & point opposife to it; it has as much
inclidation to travel along the diagonal lines on the wall as in
the angle formed by the floor and morth wall whiere the attrac-
tion is which prevents it. Now, whilst the pendulum is in
motion, suppose the point of suspension changed to a point
balf way on the diagonal line on the west wall, snd al the
samie time the centre of atiraction to the corresponding point
on the other diagonal; it has not by this lost its inclination to
travel on the disgonal; its movement is simply confined about
the point of atiraction ; and if, in this n, the pendulum
were transported Lo some other part of apsce; it would describe
planes and lines parallal. If, instead of changing the point
of suspension to the disgonal, we place it immedistely above
in, the corner of the ceiling and wall, it will follow its incli-
nation as much as powible, and move in . plane that is paral:
Jel in one direction, the one not interfered with intorsecting the
wall by s line paraliel 1o the disgonal, but lower down. In
this jmaginary the room is-a cube encasing the

walls coincide with the Iatitude of 46°. We bave supposed the
pendalum to have vibrated for six hours ; the centre of the
wpace of the room the contrs of the earth, through @bich point

pendalum, whilet describing the line paralle] ts the disgondl,
would intersect the latitude of 45° at an angle of 45°, if it

longed axis of the earth, and the parallel for its base. Now, |

earth; the lines formed by the intersection of the ceiling and | |

the vertioal (that is, a liiwe from the point of suspension 1o the S
centre of sitrction) in each sapposition hee passed. The |

L e

o any

continued £
would I?
easily

tude, we bave only-to remember-that it -
ite tendency to move off in a tangent until forced to
and then only as much as s0 compelled in- obedience
first law in Nature, that of inertis. R. R.

TO THE EDITORS.
—i) ] :
. Huving recently perused several articles in the
cer, in which the experiment of Foucault has been discussed,
my mind was directed to the causes that .

: ' the revolution of
lllllil'lhﬂpou its axis. Astronomy, 8s a science, is com-
pnrllﬁnly of recent origin, although the motions of heavenly
bodies have been noticed by men of different ages from the
times of Noah to the present day ; but it was not until about
the middle of the sixteenth century that the true system of
the world was discovered by Copernicus, followed early in
&-m;lhomtwyhylhndhunuy of the laws of its
motions in space by Kepler, and the discovery in 1683, by
Bir Issac Newton, of the laws of tniversal gravitation, which
has brought astronomy within: the province of 'mechanice]
philosopby, and notld}nhd greally to its sdvancement and
extension, by unfoiding to us its pbysical theory, which
has beea developed by hphutdmyu.hmwiihguﬂ
minuteness of detail.

The spplication to astronomy of the science of mathematics
may be supposed to have originated with the discovery of
Coperniicus, and ite practical use demonstrated by Kepler.

Thbe causes which operate to produce the current of rivers,
the rise and fall of the tides, and the phenomena of the
magnelic neadle may, in the absence of a better theory, be
attributed to the rotary motion of the earth in its relation to
other worlds ; and I see no good reason why the vibration of
the pendulum should not be influenced by the same grest
causes. Omlhinlwpknwtohemm'.lhatilme
:.mfh moh_'u upon an axis, it must travel at a much more
tapid rate al the perimeter of the circle thun it does at its axis.
Admit the one, and the other risust follow. The opinion gen-
erally entertained ir, that the edrth is an oblate spheroid :
that is, the diameter of _its uxisis less than the diameter of
the plane of its rotation. We natorally infer from this fact
that the globe revolves in space ; for, if we should set a bal}
in motion upon an sxis, (the compasition of which should be
removed from the fluid state, ) we should soon discover that, by
s rapid motion, a contraction will take place at the poles, and
an expansion at the equator ; that is, ball will enlarge st
points of the greatest velocity, and diminish at those points
uhlll';&uloah‘:y h-%ﬂou; : it

A e phenomena .upon the motion of the earth
and the relation which it miml.):: the numerous ly:mn:
‘which revolve in infinite space.

If it is admitted that the earth is influenced or is governed
8s a body by the attraction or repulsion of other systems, it
must follow that eve:y grain of sand or drop of water of
which it is camposed, must, in proportion to its' magnitude or
to its chemical properties, be governed by the same general
laws. Of the magnificant field of science, we are comparativly
ignorant ; within the scope of our patural vision a fow thou-
sand worlds have been brought. By the aid of the talm:oE
upwards of two ' thousand four bundred millions of wor
have been presented to the eye of the behiolder; yet we have
not discovered the limits of and we are overwhelmed
with the thought that &:lhlp it hasno limits, but extends
an, on, and on, until the imsgination of man is bewildered
in the contemplation of a space so vast ; hence we are unabla
to explain and accouni for many things which we behold,
and on the other hand we account for phenomens which are
not ptible to the eye or to the ear.

“!e .inow_ w that the mesrenger who traverses the wire of the
magnetic {elegraph has a noiseless step aod an invisible pers
son, ard, although he may pass within a few fect of us, we
can neither hear him, nor can we see

As 1 zaid before, science is yet in its infancy, and although
with our present limited knowledge we look at things with
wonder and astonishment, yet the time will come when, if
we could look back, we should be astopished in contemplating
the simplicity of the inventions and the machines of lEe pre-
sent day in comparison with those which will be developed in
times yet to come.

By the aid of the invisible element of electricity we shall in
a few years be enabled to travel the mountains and the val-
leys, the oceans and the rivers.

We have beheld the magnetic machine ushered into the
world, in all the weakness of a child just emerged from the
dark prison of the mother's womb. What resulis may we
not louk fur when it sball arrive, as it will, al the age of man-
ho;)dl;od h?uing all its parts perfected and its powers de~
velo

At some future time, If permitted, I may give you my
views more fully upon the subject of the vibration of the pen-
dulum. A FRIEND, TO SCIENCE.
Wunlar_nr. Marx 31, 1851, .
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FOR THE NATIONAL INTELLIGENCER.
Trigonometry is the science of: triangles, and more an art
thad a science. The term is derivélfrom three Greek words:
iri, three ; gonia, corner ; and metron, measure. It hence
literally, mesns the measure of (riangles; really and practi-
cally measuring by triangles. 8o curions, useful, and won-
derful are the propéities of triangles, as 'to constitute instru-
ments and furdish modes for measuting ‘axiy body, However
irregular, and whether of one, two, or three dimensions—
length, or length and breadth, or length, breadth, and
thickness. They also furpish . instruments for measuring
bodies, however distant, at least withio the distance of
the sun, and extended much beyond it. The heights of
mountaios, the distances of hodies across rivers, and the di-
mensions of them, or other intervening objects at a distance,
us well as those acoessible or near at hand, by the wonderful
powers of trisngles can be determined with great accuracy
and by very simplo modes. = Burveying, navigstion, astrono-
my, engineering, architecture, and even Lhe squaring of every
building erected, bave trigonometry, or some .one or more
properties of (riangles, at their foyndation.

Every three sided figure is called a triangle or trigon,

| angulus being the Latin, and gonia. the Greek, of the word

angle, or corner.. Three-sided figares of plain surfaces, and
bourided by straight lines, are called plsin trisngles, When
of curved surfaces and bounded by curved lines, they are calied
curved triangles. 'When bounded by three great circles of a
sphere, as the equator, ecliptic, aud a meridisn of the earth,
« thréosided figure is (called & sphietical ‘trinngle, and the
science relsting tothat cldss of trinngles is called spherica)
trigoriometry ; as that to plain triengles is called phin trigo-
nometry. The propertiss bf 'these two'classes'of three-sided
figures are so different snd dili'lm, and each so important,
both to science and arr e to cosstitute two separate sciences,
and esch important if not éssential to the other.

Of plain trisngles there are six different kinds ; (hree dif-
fering in their sifes and thiree in' thelr'drigles.  When all the
sides are équal, or of the satie length, any three-sided figure
is called an equilateral trisngle. When_two sides are equal,
and tither longer or ahorter ihan ihe third, it is called an
isosceles triangle. When all the sides ars unequsl, or of dif-

ferent lengibe, it is called a scaleoe tiiangle. Eyery pisin

triangle, baving ove right angle, as o one. can baye. iwo,
in called a right angle triangle, If ons sogle. is obtuse ox
larger than a right angle, it is called an obtuse angle triangle.
If all the angles sre acute, or smaller (sharper) than a right
angle, it is called an acate sngle triangle. If & triangle have
onie right’ angle and two equal sides, it is a right angled
isosceles triangle, combining the properties both of triangles
and aquares, T'he whole secret of the ** Chincse Puszies™
isin the right angled isosceles triangje. FiRty, or even &
smaller number of piecesf wood, paper, ivoty, porcelain, glase,
or other material, in the shupe of a right angied isosceles tri~
sngle, say one inch for each of the two.cqual sides, can Be com-
bined into forms literally without pambens, illustating nuturad

curious, aud applicable, both in seintific and business opers-
tions, to sa extent without limits,:

iments.—Let any tescher ov | to bis po-
Ezperi any uru;mlﬁ P

for ex-




